Science Behind the Headlines

Framework of the discussion session 

1) A short ‘guess the missing word in the headline’ game, designed to promote discussion

2) Read the article ‘ Heat Wave Makes Plants Warm Planet’. Students then reflect on a number of questions about the article, if possible, in small groups of 4-6 students. For example:

How much science is reported?

‘Can you spot any scientific facts in the article?’

 
‘Can you spot any scientific opinions in the article?’

‘How reliable is the report?’


‘Who did the research?’


‘Who funded the research?’


‘Where did the scientists report the results of their research?’

3) Groups then discuss their opinions of scientists and the scientific process by reflecting on a number of statements. For example; 

Scientific research is well funded

Scientists are well paid

Science is exciting

Scientists prove or disprove ideas

Scientists work collaboratively

Scientists are free to work on things that interest them

Scientists can be trusted

The whole discussion session lasts for approximately 90 minutes
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